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Official Resolution
Of The Board of Commissioners
Macomb County, Michigan

A Resolution to Urge the State Legislature to
Pass a L.aw Banning the Use of Fertilizer
Containing Phosphorous

Chairman William A. Crouchman,
On Behalf of the Board of Commissioners,
Offers the Following Resolution:

Whereas, Lake St. Clair and its fributaries are natural assets which enhance the
environmental, recreational and economic resources of Macomb County; and

Whereas, this is the case for all the Great Lakes, of which Michigan has a greater length
of shoreline than any other state; and

Whereas, Phosphorous is the nutrient that controls the amount of algae that grows in the
Great Lakes in general and specifically Lake St. Clair; and

Whereas, the addition of man-made phosphorous fo streams and lakes results in the
excessive growth of aquatic plants and algae blooms,; and

Whereas, Macomb County Health Department’'s study, the Lake St. Clair Regional
Monitoring Project, funded in part by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality,
documented that all streams within the study area exceeded the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency's phosphorous criteria, with 93% of samples in the Belle, Black, Pine and minor river
basins and 84% of samples in the Clinton River Basin showing levels above this standard; and

Whereas, phosphorous promotes aquatic plant growth in Lake St. Clair which hampers
boating and recreational activity and causes economic loss to local businesses; and

Whereas, the site and odors that result from excess near shore vegetation significantly
impacts property values throughout the county; and

Whereas, excess phosphorous causes lakes to prematurely age (eutrophy) accelerating
the natural shift from open water to a wetlands; and

Whereas, such adverse effects to the water resources of Macomb County and Michigan
must be prevented,

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Macomb County Board of Commissioners
encourages and urges the Michigan Legislature to address the use of phosphorous in lawn
fertilizer with exemptions for agricultural use within the next calendar year.

Now Therefore Be It Further Resolved that the Macomb County Water Quality Board will
revisit this issue in one year if phosphorous in lawn fertilizer has not been addressed by the
State legislature.

Now Therefore Be it Resolved that a copy of this Resolution be provided to state
representatives and senators representing Macomb County and ask that they introduce and
support legislation to address the use of lawn fertilizers containing phosphorous with
exemptions for agriculture use. Further, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the
Governor’s office.



STATE OF MICHIGAN

JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE DON KOIVISTO
GOVERNOR LANSING DIRECTOR
April 28, 2008
Philis DeSaele

Macomb County Board of Commissioners
One South Main Street, 9" Floor
Mt. Clemens, M| 48043

Dear Ms. DeSaele:

The Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA) was recently contacted and notified of a
resolution by the Macomb County Health Services Committee “urging the State of Michigan to
pass a statewide law banning fertilizers containing phosphorus greater than zero percent and
that the resolution be forward (sic) to the Macomb County delegation and Governor’s office.”
While MDA shares the Committee’s concerns regarding protection of surface water quality and
ways to prevent pollution, a statewide ban on the use of phosphorus fertilizer would have very
serious economic implications for crop production throughout our State.

Michigan has approximately ten million acres of cropland, and current crop yields depend on
careful placement and utilization of commercial fertilizers and other soil amendments. Our
State's environmental laws, such as the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act
(NREPA) of 1995, as amended, provide state agencies regulatory authorities and
responsibilities to protect our water resources from pollution and impairment.

In addition, MDA administers the Michigan Right to Farm (RTF) Act, P.A. 93 of 1981, as
amended (MCL 286.474). This act defines a farm, farm operation and farm products, and
includes a process to develop and adopt Generally Accepted Agricultural and Management
Practices (GAAMPs). These GAAMPs are scientifically based and considered the statewide
standards for conditions and activities which occur on a farm in connection with the commercial
production, harvesting and storage of farm products. GAAMPs for Nutrient Utilization include
management practices that help Michigan farmers use fertilizer and other materials to amend
crop land soils and provide the nutrients needed for crop production. This comprehensive set of
practices include practices for on-farm fertilizer storage and containment, fertilization practices
for land application, soil conservation practices, etc. Farms that follow these management
practices are using poliution prevention techniques and contribute to the environmental
protection of our State’s surface water and groundwater resources. | have enclosed a copy of
the GAAMPs for Nutrient Utilization for your information.
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Ms. Philis DeSaele
April 28, 2008
Page 2

Thank you for your interest in protection of our State’s natural resources, and for considering
this information on the use of fertilizer in Michigan agriculture. Please contact Mr. Wayne
Whitman or me at 517-373-9797 if you have any questions on this matter.

Acting Division Director
Environmental Stewardship Division

Enciosure

ce: Ken DeCock, DeCock Farms
Gordon Wenk, Acting Director, MDA
Wayne Whitman, Environmental Stewardship Division, MDA
April Hunt, Pesticide & Plant Pest Management Division, MDA
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AGRICULTURE

Generally Accepted Agricultural
and Management Practices
for Nutrient Utilization

March 2008

Michigan Commission of Agriculture
PO Box 30017
Lansing, MI 48909
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www.michigan.gov/mda




In the event of an agricultural poliution emergency such as a chemical/fertilizer
spill, manure lagoon breach, etc., the Michigan Department of Agriculture and/or
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality should be contacted at the
following emergency telephone numbers:

Michigan Department of Agriculture: (800) 405-0101
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality:  (800) 292-4706

if there is not an emergency, but you have questions on the Michigan Right to
Farm Act, or items concerning a farm operation, please contact the:

Michigan Department of Agriculture
Right to Farm Program
P.O. Box 30017
Lansing, Michigan 48909
(517) 373-9797
(877) 632-1783
(517) 335-3329 FAX

Authority: Act of 1981, as amended
TOTAL NUMBER OF COPIES PRINTED: 500
TOTAL COST: $1,073.91 COST PER COPY: $2.15
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PREFACE

The Michigan legislature passed into law the Michigan Right to Farm Act (Act 93 of
1981), which requires the establishment of Generally Accepted Agriculturat and
Management Practices (GAAMPs). These practices are written to provide uniform,
statewide standards and acceptable management practices based on sound science.
These practices can serve producers in the various sectors of the industry to compare
or improve their own managerial routines. New scientific discoveries and changing
economic conditions may require revision of the GAAMPs during the annual review.

The GAAMPs that have been developed are the following:

1) 1988-Manure Management and Utilization

2) 1991-Pesticide Utilization and Pest Control

3) 1993-Nutrient Utilization

4) 1995-Care of Farm Animals

5) 1996-Cranberry Production

6) 2000-Site Selection and Odor Control for New and Expanding Livestock Production
Facilities

7) 2003-Irrigation Water Use

These GAAMPs were developed with industry, university, and multi-governmental
agency input. As agricultural operations continue to change, new practices may be
developed to address the concemns of the neighboring community. Agricultural
producers who voluntarily follow these practices are provided protection from public or
private nuisance litigation under the Right to Farm Act. ‘

The website for the GAAMPs is http://www.michigan.gov/gaamps.




I. INTRODUCTION

Fertilizer use in Michigan has increased steadily since the 1930’s when commercial
fertilizers first became available. In 1970 and 1990, nearly 0.9 and 1.3 million tons of
commercial fertilizer were used in Michigan to supply 160 and 185 pounds, respectively,
of plant nutrients per harvested acre (TVA, 1990). By 2004, total consumption of
fertilizers in Michigan had leveled off to slightly more than 1.4 million tons per year
(AAPFCO/TFI, 2005). While fertilizer use has been increasing, total farm land has been
on the decline. In 1920, Michigan had 19.0 million acres of cropland, but in 1970, 1990,
1899, and 2004 total land in farms had decreased to 12.7, 10.8, 10.4, and 10.1 million
acres, respectively (MDA, 1991, 2005). As a result of modern agricultural practices,
Michigan’s agricuitural system has become one of the most productive in the world.

Many factors are responsible for this increase in productivity. Government policy, farm
programs, improved hybrids, new varieties, and many technological advances, including
improved and readily-available fertilizer products, at reasonable prices, are some of the
major factors responsibie for today’s modem agricultural practices and increased
productivity.

The environmental costs and risks associated with this increased efficiency are not well
understood but are rapidly becoming a public concern. The increased fertilizer use on
fewer farm acres has caused soil test phosphorus (P) levels to increase dramatically on
some soils in recent years. The median soil test level for P in soil samples received by
the Michigan State University Soil Testing Laboratory in the 1994-95 season was 106
pounds of Bray P1 per acre (Warncke and Dahi, 1995). More than 50 percent of the
corn and soybean fields represented by these samples would not need any more P to
be applied, based on current MSU nutrient recommendations (Warncke et al., 2004a).
Christenson (1989) and Vitosh and Darling (1990) have demonstrated the validity of
MSU fertilizer recommendations on corn, soybeans, dry beans, and sugar beets on
numerous Michigan farms.

Evidence is increasing that fertilizer nutrients are finding their way into both surface and
groundwater. Michigan’s 1988 Non-Point Pollution Assessment Report (MDNR, 1988)
indicates that agricultural fertilizer was perceived as a nonpoint source pollution problem
in 71 percent of the 279 watersheds in Michigan. Significant P loading of Michigan’s
lakes and streams has been documented (MDNR, 1985).

Nitrate contamination of groundwater in Michigan has also been well documented
(Bartholic, 1985; Eliis, 1988; and Vitosh ef al., 1989). Cummings ef al., (1984) reported
that nitrates in groundwater in Van Buren County were related to fertilizer use patterns,
number of irrigated acres, and the amount of irrigation water applied. Nitrogen (N)
fertilizer demonstrations have shown that many corn producers may also be using more
N fertilizer than necessary (Vitosh et al., 1991).

























































































































