
PROJECT SUMMARY
“We do not inherit the earth from our

ancestors. We borrow it from our children.”
A Haida Indian Saying

In the mid 1950’s, as protection against flooding, 
a two-mile canal or “spillway” was trenched from the
Clinton River to Lake St. Clair. During this process,
vegetation was cleared from the area. Several years ago
a bike path was constructed along this clearing. In the
spring of 1998, Michigan State University Extension
(MSUE) Master Gardeners founded the “Clinton River
Spillway Bike Path Project” with support from the
Macomb County Public Works Office and the Charter
Township of Clinton. Since
this project was a new
undertaking, it was decided 
to locate the project on a
manageable, one-mile segment
of the path located in Clinton
Township. As the project
grows, it is hoped that
volunteers may one day adopt
the entire spillway path located
in the adjacent communities.

Supported primarily by donations and volunteers, 
the Clinton River Spillway Bike Path Project’s mission
to beautify, enhance and protect the environment

unfolded. Waste containers,
benches, trees and plants were
donated, then adopted by
volunteers who tend the project
site. Three seasonal workdays
are scheduled annually to 
help accomplish this. As 
part of a commitment to 
the environment, other
environmental organizations
are invited to co-sponsor 

some of their events at the site and each workday
includes a presentation that contains earth-friendly
gardening tips.

A growing list of volunteers, sponsors, donors and new
organizational partners continue to sustain and enhance
ongoing project goals on this award winning project.

Michigan State University Extension
Master Gardener Program 

Macomb County Public Works Office

Charter Township of Clinton
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For more information contact:
Macomb County MSU Extension, 

Master Gardener Program
Verkuilen Building

21885 Dunham, Suite 12
Clinton Township, MI  48036

(586) 469-6440 • Fax: (586) 469-6948
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/msuextension/

departments/hort_ag/master_gardener.htm

Clinton River Spillway Bike Path Project is 
located on the northwest corner of Harper and

Wellington Crescent. Parking is available at
Neil Reid High School, 37701 Harper, 

Clinton Twp, MI 48036.

Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without
regards to race, color, national origin, sex, handicap, age or religion. Michigan State

University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Macomb County Board of Commissioners
cooperating. MSU is an affirmative action equal opportunity institution.
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Printing donated by Michael Mandell/Printing Buying Services

Project Registration

Winner of the 2003 Community Service 
Michigan Recreation and Park Association Award



PREMIER
Charter Township of Clinton

Congressman David Bonior’s Office
Macomb County Public Works Office

MSU Extension,  Master Gardener Program

PLATINUM
Consumer’s Lumber & Home Improvement Centers

GOLD
Bank One

Carl Durlock
Clinton Township Democratic Club

DTE Energy
Night Owl Maintenance

Power Supply Rental
Ray Weigand’s Nursery

Universal Ambulance of Macomb
Waste Management

SILVER
Comerica Foundation

Community Central Bank
East Metro Physical Therapy

Judge John Bruff
Sam’s Club (Roseville & Utica)

BRONZE
Avery Family

Bellacino’s Pizza & Grinders
Bettie Jenks
Carole Kline

Cameron Dean Hosner II
Clinton Township Area Optimist Club

Commissioner Bobby Hill
Eagle Scout, Frank Valdez

Fire House Restaurant
First State Bank

Henry and Susie Wells
Home Depot

Indian Summer Recycling
Judge John Foster

Mt. Clemens Glass & Mirror
Patricia Meixsell
Postula Family

Rivercrest Family Dining
Tee Pee, Inc.

Walt and Ann Zotter

KEY PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS
Clinton River Watershed Council
Macomb Conservation District

Macomb Road Commission,“Adopt-a-Hike-Bike Path”
L’Anse Creuse Public Schools –

(Pankow Vocational/Technical Center)
Macomb Intermediate School District –

(Neil Reid and Robert Lutz Schools)

PROJECT SPONSORS Heartfelt thanks are extended to the following for
their generous donations or critical support.

You can join our list of prestigious sponsors. 
Call (586) 469-6440 for details.

• Beautify, enhance and protect
land and water quality

• Provide educational and
volunteer opportunities

• Create a functional and
attractive pathway for wildlife
and the community

• Raise environmental
awareness, promote environmental 
responsibility and protect greenspace

• Gardening to improve and protect the environment
• FREE one hour educational presentations
• Community and Master Gardener volunteer programs
• Conservation and watershed demonstration projects
• Sponsor and donor opportunities
• Honor and memorial plantings
• Flexible, self-directed Master Gardener projects
• Business, school and organizational partnerships
• “River Day” and “River Clean Up” event location
• Adopt-a-Tree, Garden & Hike-Bike Path opportunities
• Three regularly scheduled seasonal

workdays; the third Saturday of May,
July and September from 8:30-3:30.

PROJECT GOALS/PURPOSE

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS


