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Consistency is the most important factor in judging these projects.  It is important that judges are consistent when making determinations for placing.  Use the same judging criteria for each youth being judged in a specific class.

Projects are judged based on number of years in project as well as the age of the exhibitor.

Each item is judged individually, combining knowledge in the area with the quality of the items being judged.  Items are NOT judged by comparing one youth’s project to another to determine initial placing.

**The only time comparisons of projects is appropriate is for Best of Show placing.  Any items judges feel are exceptional in its area can be considered for Best of Show.  This is done AFTER all the projects have been individually judged.**
An A, B or C rating is given to each article (or group of articles if applicable).  A ribbon denoting this rating is attached to the project.  More than one Blue Ribbon may be awarded per class if the excellence of the projects deems it necessary.

Constructive criticism is OK, however, keep in mind that these are young people who have tried to do their best.

Ask questions.  A sample copy of questions is available.  Judges need to be consistent and ask youth the same questions as they relate to specific projects.  The list provided can be added to or modified, to fit each judges need.  This will help judges make determinations for individual placing as well as the Best of Show ribbons.
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