[image: image1.wmf] 

 




Anthony V. Marrocco


Public Works Commissioner

Macomb County
MARROCCO TO SAVE RATEPAYERS $10 MILLION
Macomb County Leaders Attend Groundbreaking

For $30 Million Clintondale Pump Station Project

   Groundbreaking ceremonies were held recently for the $30 million Clintondale Pump Station Improvement and construction project that will enhance and safeguard sanitary sewer services for 186,455 Macomb County residents.

   Macomb County Public Works Commissioner Anthony V. Marrocco, who presided over the groundbreaking, said this is the first major project undertaken since the Public Works Office took over the Macomb Interceptor Sanitary System from the City of Detroit in 2010.

  The pump station was built by Detroit in 1973 to service the northeast section of the Macomb County Wastewater Disposal District. The service area consists of the townships of Chesterfield, Clinton, Harrison and Lenox and village of New Haven. 

   “One of the real important benefits for our customers is that by having the Public Works office oversee the Clintondale project we will save our rate payers about $10 million according to financial analysts,” Commissioner Marrocco said.

   “Our financial experts said that under the 20 year bond program, we will save $8.7 million in costs that would have been charged to us by Detroit if Detroit had sold the bonds,” Commissioner Marrocco said.

    “Under Detroit’s rate setting methodology, it would typically surcharge Macomb County 2½% over the true rate at which the bonds were sold, driving our interest expense through the roof. On top of that, our financial people say that Detroit would have also charged us several million for administering the construction and bond programs,” Commissioner Marrocco said.

   “So, that all adds up to more than $10 million we will save our customers.”

   Commissioner Marrocco added: “One thing that people have to understand is that these improvements and new construction at Clintondale had to be made no matter who owned the system because there were serious problems with the 37-year-old pump station.

It’s just fortunate that we are in charge.”

   Jim Pistilli, Chief Engineer in charge of the Public Works Wastewater Division, described the major parts the upgrades and construction projects:

· Three decades-old, problem-filled 500 horse power pumps will be replaced by four smaller, 300 horse power pumps that better manage the sanitary flow and save energy. 

“By reducing the flow from 40 cfs (cubic feet per second) to 35 cfs, we can better manage the flow of the sewage, save energy and save money. The present pumps have out-lived their life. They have bad bearings and have leaking packing,” Pistilli said. “The pumps are needed to lift sewage from the Lakeshore Interceptor through the pump station to the Garfield Interceptor at 15 Mile and Garfield.”
· A trench style wet well will be constructed with mechanically cleansed bar rack screening. This will replace a manual system of cleaning the bar screens. 

“This saves on manpower and will keep the racks continuously clean by removing debris, boards and chunks of concrete,” Pisitlli said. “It also eliminates the danger associated with confined space entry. This will be located in a new 845-square foot building that will be built on the cul de sac in front of the present Cintondale Pump Station. New electrical equipment will go into the new building. That will eliminate the corrosive effects from the wet well on the electrical equipment.”

· A new 78-inch diameter, 110-foot-long influent sanitary line will be built to replace the present 60-inch line. The influent line carries sanitary flow from the Lake Shore Interceptor into the wet well.
“The 60-inch line is inadequate to feed the pumps,” Pisitlli said.

“The 78-inch line will be able to handle the flow better. A scale model was used to prove the design of the 78-inch line as well as the self-cleaning wet well.”

 Walsh Construction Company of Chicago has been awarded the      construction contract under the Public Works low-bid procedure. METCO Services, of Detroit, is the design engineer.
Work on the project will soon begin and is expected to take three years to complete.

   About a dozen community leaders were in attendance at the groundbreaking.
   The list included Kathy Vosburg, chair of the Macomb County Board of Commissioners; County Commissioners Phil DiMaria, of Eastpointe; Macomb County Commissioner Marv Sauger, of Center Line; Shelby Township Supervisor Richard Stathakis; Harrrison Township Supervisor Kenneth Verkest; Chesterfield Township Supervisor Mike Lovelock; Macomb Township Supervisor Mark Grabow; Jammie Kincaid, New Haven Village President; Marcuz Dilbert, New Haven Village DPW superintendent; Mary Bednar, Clinton Township Public Service Director; Joseph Tressick, assistant director, Clinton Township DPW; Sterling Heights Mayor Richard Notte and Steve Hohensee, Washington Township DPW superintendent. (Dec. 2, 2011)
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OFFICE LOCATION:  21777 Dunham Road, Clinton Township, Michigan 48036 ● Phone: 586-469-5325 ● Fax: 586-469-5933

MAILING ADDRESS:  P. O. Box 806, Mt. Clemens, Michigan 48046-0806

ENGINEERING  ● Phone: 586-469-5910 ● Fax: 586-469-7693  ◊  SOIL EROSION  ● Phone: 586-469-5327 ● Fax 586-307-8264
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