2010 Was Record Year for Log Jam Removals by Public Works Office

        Macomb County Public Works Commissioner Anthony V. Marrocco said his office had a record year for log jam and debris removal operations on county waterways.

      “A record number of volunteers, 150, from all walks of life and ages, hauled out a record 70,000 pounds of logs, trees, as well as a mountain of man-made debris from the North Branch and Middle Branch of the Clinton River and the Plumbrook Drain,” Commissioner Marrocco said.

      Last August, after the Macomb Public Works Office staged a record clean-up on the North Branch of the Clinton River, one of the volunteers wrote on the internet: “Wow! as clean ups go, this was the most awesome of all that I have been associated with.” “That sums up the entire effort for 2010,” Commissioner Marrocco said.

       In the August clean up of the North Branch, located off of Little Road in Clinton Township, 47 volunteers showed up including a volunteer environmental clean up organization called Cache in Trash Out.

      The total haul that day was 20,000 pounds of logs, trees, branches and a myriad of man-made trash.  

     Commissioner Marrocco said it was the most successful log jam removal operation since Public Works started the program nine years ago.

     “In a matter of three hours, the volunteers purged a raft of trees, logs and debris that not only blocked the North Branch, but also trapped a wide range of rubbish and other discards,” Commissioner Marrocco said. “It was truly an amazing accomplishment and the volunteers deserve a great deal of credit.”

      Lynne Seymour, environmental engineer for the Public Works office, credited Commissioner Marrocco for inspiring the unprecedented log jam purging.

     “In 2001, Commissioner Marrocco initiated a program at Public Works to utilize volunteers to protect our local waterways,” said Seymour, who supervises the clean ups. “He has been very supportive of the program's transformation from litter clean up to woody debris (log jam) removal.  
    “Commissioner Marrocco also encouraged the expansion of our volunteer river clean up events from two to four events in 2010. Our volunteers are very enthusiastic and dedicated.  We would not have had the success we've experienced this year without them.”

    Commissioner Marrocco said ridding the rivers of log jams opens up the rivers for canoeing, kayaking and other recreational uses.

    “The Clinton River is one of the great urban rivers and cleaning it up like this is a way to help show case it,” Commissioner Marrocco said.

Volunteers Prepare for 2011
  Lynne Seymour, supervisor of the log jam and environmental clean-up program for the Macomb County Public Works Office, has announced the 2011 schedule.

   Here are the dates: June 11, July 19, August 13, and Sept. 10.

   Persons interested in volunteering should contact Barb Saile, of the Public Works Office, at (586) 469-5337.

Pictures of volunteers removing woody debris at one of the clean ups hosted by the Macomb County Public Works office.
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