Drain Board Land Deal Helps Harrison Township

  Construct Cost-Saving Water Storage Tank

   Harrison Township has constructed a cost-saving 750,000-gallon water storage tank thanks to an agreement with the Clinton River Spillway Inter-County Drain Board who gave the township permission to use the spillway property for the structure.

    The 65-feet diameter, 39-foot tall water tank was erected on a one-acre parcel of land adjacent to the Spillway, off of Union Lake Road and Metropolitan Parkway. The land is owned by the Spillway inter-county drain board. 

    Macomb County Public Works Commissioner Anthony V. Marrocco said Harrison Township will be able to save money on its water bills by purchasing water during off-peak times and storing it in the huge water tank.

     Harrison Township Supervisor Kenneth Verkest said he expects the township to pay for the $1.3 million water tower over a five year period through the savings on the lower water rates. Verkest said expects the township to save about  $250,000 to $300,000 a year.

     “We are delighted we were able to help Harrison Township construct the water tower through the free use of the land, and thereby saving township rate-payers money,” Commissioner Marrocco said.  

     The Macomb Public Works Commisisoner is a member of the inter-county board along with Oakland, St. Clair and Lapeer counties. The four counties are all located in the Clinton River Watershed.

      “This is another example of various units of government working together  

to build a more liveable land,” Commissioner Marrocco said.

     The spillway location was chosen as the site for the water tank because of its close proximity to the existing Detroit Water and Sewerage Department  (DWSD) meter pit which provides water from the Detroit transmission line to Harrison Township, said Dave Nummer , an engineer with Wade Trim, the engineering firm employed by Harrison Township. 
   “The purpose of the tank is to reduce the township's peak water demand, which will reduce the wholesale cost of water from the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (to Harrison Tow1nship),” Nummer said.

   “Water rates are based on three primary factors; the average distance from the DWSD water plants, the average elevation from the DWSD water plants, and the peak flow rate,” Nummer said.

  “Distance and elevation factors cannot be controlled by the township, but peak demand can be regulated by using local storage to supplement demand during
 peak periods, then refilling the storage during off-peak times,” Nummer said.

   Verkest said during summer peak hours, the 750,000 gallons would be used up in a day and the water tank would be re-filled during off-peak times.

   The contractor on the water tower project was Reliance Building Company and the design engineer was Johnson & Anderson.  Wade Trim assisted the township with the original peak shaving concept and provided the design-build bidding documents.

     Plans for the water tower began under the administration of former Harrison Township Supervisor Anthony Forlini. Forlini was elected to the State House of Representatives last November.
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