2010 4-H Exchange Opportunities for Travel and Hosting

Belize 4-H Exchange

Inbound

Host families are needed. Michigan will host from six to eight delegates to Michigan from approximately late June to mid-July 2010.

The Belizean delegates will attend Exploration Days before going to host families.

Outbound

Participants who travel to Belize will spend more than one week with host families and help out at a 4-H center there. The trip includes several days of sightseeing in the country and out on the Belize Cays. This is not a tourist-type trip but will be a chance to experience the true culture of a developing country. Other expenses include a passport, immunizations and personal spending money. Cost: Approximately $1,500–$1,600.

Poland 4-H Exchange

Michigan 4-H will be traveling to Poland this year.  Travel will be from June 21.+ 2010 to July 21, 2010.  Cost is approx. $2000.00  Open the youth 14-19, 4-H age.  Submit completed application, signed participant agreement and a deposit of $750 by February 1, 2010.   Be prepared to  take part in a cultural development project and to do presentations on your community when in Poland.  Coordinator is   Bethany Prykucki Contact information: prykucki@msu.edu or 989-731-0272.

Japanese 4-H Exchanges 
Michigan will participate in three different exchange programs with Japan next summer. Please share the information with families regarding the many different opportunities available to them. Families who host a month-long Japanese student will receive a $100 scholarship each summer they host and can use up to $300 (maximum) of that scholarship money toward sending a member of their family to Japan on the outbound program. 

Incoming Japanese Exchange

Michigan 4-H will host 60 Japanese youth between the ages of 12 and 16 from approximately July 23 to August 21, 2010. We hope to identify host families early this year so they can communicate with the Japanese family several times before their arrival.  Coordinator:  Vera Wiltse, wiltsev@msu.edu 

Outgoing Japanese 4-H Exchange (July 7 to August 5, 2010)


This exchange is for young people aged 12 to 19. If you know of a young person who wants to travel to Japan this summer (for the one-month program) they must also attend the Exploration Days, Japanese Language and Culture session. A person does not need to host before traveling to Japan. Cost is approximately $4000.00.

8 Week Japanese Program – June 10 to August 5, 2010


This program, offered by the Labo Japanese Language Research Institute, provides an innovative and fun language instruction program in Japan. Participants live with host families in the Tokyo area and attend classes at the Labo Center. The program precedes the outbound dates so delegates can combine the two programs. A chaperone accompanies the young people and stays for the outbound, month-long stay.  The delegates are usually placed in another part of Japan for the month-long program. Cost: approx. $5000.00. 


Coordinator for 8 week and 4 week Outgoing Japanese summer program:  Jan Brinn, brinnj@msu.edu 

Year-Long Hosting Program- FLEX (August 2009 to mid-June 2010)


Michigan plans to host five year-long FLEX high school students. Most of the students are juniors or seniors in high school.  Countries participating in the FLEX program include: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan  and Ukraine.

Coordinator: Renée Applegate at the State 4-H Office. For brochures and applications to promote any of these programs, contact Renée at applega1@msu.edu or at 517-432-7624.

Ambassadors

There are Ambassador 4-H Trips for 15- to-19-year-olds. Groups will travel to Australia (June 16 to July 15, 2010) or Costa Rica (June 219– July 17, 2010) and will stay with host families for one month, be chaperoned by adults from any of the states that have youth participating, not necessarily from Michigan. Chaperon applications are available.

The program fee for Australia is $4900.-$5600. 00 depending on the exchange rates and flight costs. The fee includes international airline ticket, travel in host country, food, lodging, supplemental insurance, orientation and evaluation programs.

The program fee for Costa Rica will be $2200-$2600 depending on currency exchange rate, flight costs, the delegate’s home airport and the size of the group.  Host families are needed for the incoming Costa Rican delegates.
Hosting opportunity available for the Costa Rican program! Host families are needed for hosting Costa Rica youth, aged 15 to 19, in the summer of 2010, mid-June to mid-July.

Coordinator: Renée Applegate at the State 4-H Office. For brochures and applications to promote any of these programs, contact Renée at applega1@msu.edu or at 517-432-7624.

IFYE Representative Program

Outbound: IFYE Representative programs are for individuals 19 to 25 years old and typically last three to six months. Rather than attending school in another country, participants in these programs live and work as part of the family. Participants move to a new family every three to five weeks so they can gain a broader perspective about life in their host country. Cost is dependent on country location and distance.  Countries in the IFYE program are Austria, Switzerland, Luxembourg, Germany, Taiwan, Denmark, Costa Rica, and many more. Contact Renee Applegate for more information.

Inbound: Host families are needed for month-long stays through the summer months for youth aged 19 to 25. The objective is the same as the outbound students, rural stays with agriculture related opportunities. 

Coordinator: Renée Applegate at the State 4-H Office. For brochures and applications you need to promote any of these programs, contact Renée at applega1@msu.edu or at 517-432-7624.

For more information on any of these programs please contact: Renée Applegate at (517) 432-7624 or email at applega1@msu.edu or go to http://web1.msue.msu.edu/4h/interex.html for all forms and more information.

