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Whatyouneedto knowabout

MiniatureHorseandDonkeycare
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BY MARCIA KING

Fence rails in Miniature Horse turnout areas should be closer to the ground and more nalTOWlyspaced than what Is required for larger breeds.

T
he small size of Miniature Horses

and Donkeys belies their strength
and hardiness. Explains Mikelle

Roeder, PhD (animal physiology), profes-
sional animal scientist and equine nutri-
tionist for Land O'Lakes Purina Feed, "The

diminutive stature and extreme efficiency
of Miniature Horses and Donkeys made
them successful in harsh environments

where nutrients were scarce and larger
animals simply could not obtain adequate
nutrition to survive. Their genetic heritage
is one of great metabolic efficiency."

This combo of increased efficiency and
smaller size means these undersized equids
have slightly different issues and manage-
ment needs than their larger cousins.

Whether due to breed tendency or in-
correct care, Miniatures are more prone
than larger equines to nutrition-related
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disorders, hoof and limb problems, den-
tal abnormalities, and dystocias (difficult
births). Here's what you should know
about caring for your Mini.

Prevention and Routine Care

Miniature Horses and Donkeysbenefit
from the same kind of routine care and

preventionaslargerequines.
Preventive measures Generally, protocols

are the same for Minis, although dosage
amounts are reduced. "Routine vaccines

are given like that of a standard horse,
while deworming is done per pound of
body weight," says Daniel B. Slovis, DVM,
co-owner and practitioner of Three Oaks
Equine PLLC in GoocWand, Va.

Contrary to rumors that have circulated
on the Internet, West Nile virus vaccines
are safe for Miniatures.

Ii

"I have encountered some Mini own-

ers who refuse to give West Nile vaccine
because some Web site said Minis can
die from it," Slovis states. "No study has
shown a complication with the vaccine
and Minis."

OralhealthSlovisalso notes that some
Miniature Horse and Donkey owners do
not provide adequate dental care for their
charges. But not ~nly do Minis get the
same oral problems as larger horses, they
are more prone to have overcrowded teeth,
retained caps, eruption cysts (soft tissue
lesions overlying erupting teeth), delayed
eruption, and wry mouth (cross bite). Mon-
key mouth (underbite) is also commonly
seen in Minis.

"Minis have the same size and num-
ber of teeth as a standard size horse," he
explains, "but all the teeth must fit into

I"
!I

!I

ii'

ill
I,

Ii

ill

I

I

"I

"I!

,1i
i
~

49



I

I

:I 11

:Ia,

ill
~'

,i
,!~

'~Iq:

,:lii1

.'

11'
'I

'I:':

1
,

"
,

'

,,

'!
i"

i,!1
H

!I)'~ :ii

,Iii:

ri

- -"--'-

Minis 101

II
Ii

a smaller region. Due to all the possible
complications, early and frequent evalua-
tion of the Mini's oral cavity is necessary to
address developing problems before they
become significant."

Hoof care Unless they are undergoing
treatment for a hoof or lameness problem,
Miniature Horses and Donkeys usually go
unshod, says Pat Burton, who is a Certi-
fied Journeyman Farrier and an American
Farriers Association (AFA)examiner who
works with Professional Farrier Services

and Hoofpros.com in Burleson, Texas. Un-
shod Minis are usually maintained with
regular trimming every five to eight weeks,
depending on the amount of hoof growth,
says Burton.

"Young animals might be trimmed as of-
ten as every 10-14 days if you're correcting
a problem," he adds.

Because Miniature Horses' hoof walls

are very thin, Burton prefers glue-on shoes
for Minis that must wear shoes. If abso-

lutely necessary, Miniatures can be shod
with fine-punched, handmade shoes using
very small nails (size 3 race or smaller).

It's important that farriers are trained in-
dividuals who can recognize problems ear-
ly. "Improper trimming over a long period
of time leads to problems," Burton warns.
"Having the proper tools (smaller size nip-
pers, rasps, etc.) is a must for trimming
Miniature Horses and Donkeys. Addition-
ally, technique and handling of Miniatures
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requires specialized positioning in order
to properly trim and balance the smaller
hoof capsule."

Daily hoof picking is recommended not
only to remove debris that can get packed
into the bottom of the hoof, leading to dis-
ease or lameness, but also to check for and
address early hoof abnormalities.

GroomingLikewise,regulargroomingof
Minis helps keep the coat and skin healthy,
allows the handler to spot early signs of
skin problems, and contributes to the
horse/owner bond.

Clipping is a matter of personal prefer-
ence. Cazenovia College, in
Cazenovia, N.Y., maintains a
horse herd of 70, including six
Miniature Horses. States Carol

Buckhout, assistant professor
of Equine Business Manage-
ment, "We,have a rather cold
barn here, which probably at-
tributes to the thick hair coat

that our Minis grow. We body
clip them, which then leads to
the need for stable and turn-

out blankets. We also find they
require body clipping in the
summer to keep cool and for
appearance purposes."

Feet and Limbs

Unfortunately, Miniature
Horses and Donkeys have
some acquired and genetic
predispositions to limb and
foot disorders. Slovis says
Miniatures are more prone to
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upward fixation of the patella (stifle lock-
ing), and they are more likely to have limb
deformities such as carpal valgus (knock
knees) and varus (bowlegs).

Burton reports seeing limb deformities,
weak tendons, contracted heels, and overly
long heels in a lot of young Mini foals.

Laminitis and founder are also common

problems for Minis. "These are often nu-
tritionally related" but can also occur any
time the animal is stressed," says Burton.

Treatment and prognosis for limb and
foot disorders vary depending on the spe-
cific condition and severity, but generally,
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TheIr small stature can be misleading-Miniature Horses and

Donkeys are hardy and have exceptional strength in proportion

to their body size.
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