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MACOMB ORCHARD TRAIL OPENS  

Shelby Township Macomb County Commissioner Don Brown (R-Washington Township) reflected on 

the work that went into making the Macomb Orchard Trail a reality.  In 1998, the Friends of the Macomb Orchard 

Trail approached Macomb County with a request for it to buy the 24 miles of abandoned railway from Canadian 

National Railroad for $5.4 million.  Commissioner Brown saw the value of the trail to the county and worked to sell 

the concept to his colleagues on the Board of Commissioners.  They agreed to go forward only if the price was 

lowered.  Brown was appointed (by then Chairman John Hertel) to lead a negotiating team to meet with the 

railroad company.  After nearly a year of negotiations, Macomb County purchased the trail for $3.6 million.   

When the Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail came to the county with their request for it pay $5.4 

million for the railroad property, they weren t happy because the Board of Commissioners didn t rush out and buy 

it, said Commissioner Brown.  We first had a sales job to do with many members of the Board on the concept of 

the trail and on how much it would ultimately cost.  Negotiations with the railroad saved the county $1.8 million  

and with purchase price lowered to $3.6 million, the Board of Commissioners agreed to buy the railroad property.  

This action planted the seed which has led to today s opening of the Macomb Orchard Trail. reflected Brown.  

I said all along the trail won t cost our county taxpayers any additional money.  The county has received 

over $7 million in grants to pay for and develop the Macomb Orchard Trail, thanks in large measure to 

Congresswoman Candice Miller.  I

 

am glad to have played a role in such an important project that will have a 

positive impact for generations to come.  Families both young and old will reap the benefits the trail has to offer.  I 

look forward to taking my wife Audrey and our four children

 

out on the trail for some exercise, I can use it, stated 

Commissioner Brown.  
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